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the degree of civilisation attained by it and the freer and
more nearly universal the play of the intellectual faculties
among the members of that society. This correlation is
accounted for by the following considerations. The use
of reason and intelligent foresight modifies profoundly
the operation of all the instincts, and is especially apt to
modify and work against the play of the reproductive
and parental instincts. Among the higher animals these
instincts suffice to secure the perpetuation of the species
by their blind workings. And we may suppose that the
same was true of primitive human societies.1 But, with
the increase of the power and of the habit of regulating
instinctive action by intelligent foresight, the egoistic
impulses must have tended to suppress the working of
the parental instinct; hence the need for the support of
the instinct by strong social sanctions ; hence also the
almost universal distribution of such sanctions. For those
societies in which no such sanctions became organised
must have died out; while only those in which, as intelli-
gence became more powerful, these sanctions became
more formidable have in the long-run survived and
reached any considerable level of civilisation. There
has been, we may say, a never-ceasing race between the
development of individual intelligence and the increasing
power of these social sanctions ; and wherever the former:
has got ahead of the latter, there social disaster and
destruction have ensued.

At the present time many savage tribes and barbarous
communities are illustrating these principles ; they are
rapidly dying out, owing to the failure of the social
sanctions to give sufficient support to the parental instinct
against developing intelligence. It is largely for this
reason that contact with civilisation proves so fatal to
so many savage peoples ; for such contact stimulates
their intelligence, while it breaks the power of their
customs and social sanctions generally and fails to replace

1 It has been asserted by Messrs. Spencer and Gillen (The Northern
Tribes of Central Australia) , that some of the Australian tribes are
utterly ignorant of the relation of the reproductive act to childbirth,
but doubt has been thrown on this statement.